656	FOREIGN JUDGMENTS
In this type of case, the only court competent to give a judg-
ment affecting the status of a res that will command general
recognition is the court of the country where the res was situated
at the time of the action.
'We think the inquiry is, first, whether the subject matter was so
situated as to be within the lawful control of the state under the autho-
rity of which the court sits; and secondly, whether the sovereign
authority of that state has conferred on the court jurisdiction to decide
as to the disposition of the thing, and the court has acted within its
jurisdiction. If these conditions are fulfilled, the adjudication is con-
clusive against all the world.'1
W Judgments which order movables to be sold by way of administra-
tion.2
If, in the course of administering an estate in bankruptcy or
on death, a foreign court orders the sale of chattels, the sale
will be regarded as conferring a title upon the purchaser valid
in England. In the case of succession on death, jurisdiction to
make such an order resides in the court of the country where
the deceased died domiciled.3 The court competent to make
an adjudication in bankruptcy has already been considered.4
Relating The res which may form the subject-matter of a judgment
t0 ^status ™ rem *s not confined to physical things. If the essence of such
a judgment is that it constitutes an adjudication upon status,
it follows that certain decrees declaring the status of persons
must also be classed as operating in rem. This was made clear
by Lord Dunedin in a memorable passage :5
4The other point on which I want to say a few words is the question
of what is a judgment in rem. All are agreed that a judgment of divorce
is a j udgment in rem^ but the whole argument of the j udges in the Court
of Session turns on the distinction between divorce and nullity. The
first remark to be made is that neither marriage nor the status of
marriage is, in the strict sense of the word, a res, as that word is used
when we speak of a judgment in rem, A res is a tangible thing within
the jurisdiction of the court, such as a ship or other chattel A meta-
physical idea, which is what the status of marriage is, is not strictly a res,
but it, to borrow a phrase, savours of a m, and has all along been treated
1	Castrique v. Imrie (1870), 4 HX, 414, 429.
2	Westlake, s. 149.
3	See In re Trufort, Trafford v. Blanc (i 887), 36 ChJX 600.
4	Supra, pp. 520-3.
5	Salvesen v. Administrator of Austrian Property, [1927] A.C. 641, at p. 662,
,and see per Lord Haldane at pp. 652-3.

